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In order to judge the individual style of a child's drawings we
have to know some average characteristics of drawings made by
children at a certain age. Some exploratory studies were made at
a Bard College summer camp. Points of investigation were: to study
the average drawing in terms of (a) size; (6) elaboration, (c) con-
creteness or abstractness. For a fuller understanding of character-
istics of expression in the preschool child, corresponding observa-
tions were made with four groups of different ages. Ten children
were observed in each group.

Size was studied in drawings of a man. The degree of elaboration
as well as of concreteness was studied by presenting a child with
fragmentary forms, such as a half circle, half a triangle, a wavy line,
a horizontal line, and a vertical line. The child was asked to make
something out of this form. The responses were classified into
categories of continuation of the given pattern and of change of the
given pattern by additions, and, furthermore, into a prevalence of
realistic and of imaginative patterns. We give the results in the
following table.

Prevalence of Patterns in Percentages

Ages
	Large size
	Continuation of given pattern
	Change of given pattern
	Realistic pattern
	Imaginative pattern

5 6-10 11-13 14-16
	80 70 30 30
	10 20 30 60
	90 80 70 40
	SO 80 40 90
	50 20 60 10

From this exploratory study we see that the preschool children
(5 years of age) preferred large sizes, that they changed a given
pattern rather than continued it. The older the children were, the
more they preferred small figures and the more they followed the
gjhren pattern. According to our theory, the reaction of preschool
dntdreii is related not only to their lack of proper control of move-
ment but also to their drive toward expansion and domination,
ized by an expansion of figures as well as by an attempt to
given conditions, while in older children the growing self-
and inhibition of expressing their wishes freely goes hand in
hand with a teiKlency toward reduction and submission. There were
as mmy realistic as imaginative patterns in the preschool group,